
CITY OF ANNA MARIA  

CITY PIER PARK COMMITTEE 
 

Meeting Minutes 

for 

Friday, February 13, 2015 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER at 10:00 A.M by Chairman Bob Patten. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: John Chambers, Stevie Coppin, Dusty Crane, Ruth Uecker and Liza Walker. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Mayor Dan Murphy, Kathy Patten (Scribe), Tom Vaught (The 

Sun), Tal Reeve (The Islander) and residents Margaret Jenkins, Jim Conoly, and Mike Miller. 

       

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Unanimously approved. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: February 6 minutes unanimously approved. 

   

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

1. Mike Miller suggested proposing a plan that provides the maximum effect for the least amount of 

money. The minimum amount of money would be spent in 2015, moving the parking spaces across the 

street. In the succeeding years, different planned elements could be added; i.e., the amphitheater in 2016, 

and others for the next ten years. He stated that subcommittees could do the research and planning based on 

their area of interest and expertise. Mike also suggested moving the targeted March 1
st 

deadline for a 

proposal to the commission to a later date, allowing for more time to develop the plan. 

 

2. Margaret Jenkins thanked Mike Miller for his suggestions to the committee. She stated that she is 

opposed to placing parking in the park. Margaret also pointed out that the city owns a lot on South Bay 

Boulevard adjacent to the Villa Rosa subdivision. She suggested that the city could make that a park or sell 

it to make money for the City Pier Park. 

    

GENERAL DISCUSSION:  

1. Ruth Uecker reported on a suggestion from a resident to sell half of the park and take the other portion 

to develop a smaller version of the park.  

2. Chairman Bob Patten asked if anyone had changed his/her mind regarding the Pie Chart survey idea. 

No one responded that he/she had. Bob stated that it was, therefore, a dead issue since none had changed 

their minds of last week’s 3 to 3 tie vote. 

3. John Chambers handed out a report on his findings from reviewing the AMI-ULI Briefing Book (See 

Attachment #1). He reported on the great changes that have taken place on AMI in the last ten years. 

There has been a 17.1% decrease in population in Anna Maria City and half of all housing units are used 

for short-term rentals that are up 19% from 2000-2010. The committee discussed the reasons for the 

changes and their impact on the city. John pointed out the city does not qualify for beach re-nourishment 

full-funding because of a lack of adequate parking. He asked if the City Pier Park could be used for parking 

and, if so, how many spaces are needed.  

4. Chairman Patten asked the committee to return to finalizing their direction. He called for another vote 

on whether the committee wanted to sell the property or develop a park. A vote was taken. Four people 

voted to use the property for a park: Stevie Coppin, Dusty Crane, Liza Walker and Bob Patten. Two 

members voted to sell the property: John Chambers and Ruth Uecker. Therefore, the committee will move 

forward with plans for the park. 

5. Chairman Patten handed out a list (See Attachment #2) of elements from the city’s Comprehensive 

Plan for developing the six-lot park property, pointing out that there are ADA requirements that must be 

adhered to. He asked the members to report on the elements that they had come up with. 
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6. Dusty Crane reported that her three elements included: green space with native plantings, easy to 

maintain, and hardy enough to survive the island environment; a gathering space for the community to 

come together; and restrooms, a “must have” for a public space. She suggested, as a first step, to add 

benches and picnic tables, then do the engineering and find funding. We can look forward to reconfiguring 

the park, but at least in the meantime, we would have a place to enjoy. 

 

7. Stevie Coppin handed out a report (See Attachment #3) on restrooms. She stated that after researching, 

she decided that the self-cleaning, automated toilets used in Paris, France and elsewhere would not be 

practical for Anna Maria. Stevie stated that local manufacturers and plumbers would be best to use to 

provide toilets. She raised a question about maintenance: would it be possible to use the county park’s 

people to service the restrooms? 

 

8. Ruth Uecker explained her reasons for voting to sell the six-lot property, stating that she felt the debt is 

overwhelming and that debt is extremely restrictive in what can be done. Therefore, she did not prepare any 

element ideas for a park. She said that her survey of 57 people is the basis for the committee’s 

consideration. Ruth reviewed the results of her survey. 

 

9. Stevie Coppin stated that she doubted the value of removing the non-native plants. Mike Miller 

explained why it was good to remove them. 

 

10. John Chambers asked if the committee could consider selling half the property, but Chairman Patten 

stated that since the committee had voted against selling it, we should move forward with planning for the 

total park area. 

 

11. Liza Walker distributed a drawing (See Attachment #4) of the City Pier Park based on the concept of 

moving the current parking spaces across the street next to the boardwalk. She expressed the importance of 

respecting the City Pier Restaurant’s parking spaces needed and stated that there would be enough room to 

keep all of them. Liza explained that the plan she is proposing would increase the park by 4,800 square 

feet. She said that the first step is to move the parking lot to the six-lot property. The next steps would be 

for people interested in different elements (fire pits, amphitheater, water park, etc.) to research and report 

back to the committee on the findings, all to be added later. Liza also proposed a future traffic circle and 

ultimately moving the dumpster structure to another location closer to the pier. 

 

12. Mike Miller volunteered to develop a cost for the first step and to draw ideas suggested by the 

committee. 

 

13. The committee agreed that March 1
st
 deadline might not be possible for the proposal to the 

Commission, but it did agree that they would prepare it as soon as possible. 

 

14. John Chambers stated that he likes the plan as it has been suggested by Liza, but asked if the dumpster 

can be moved to the other side of the pier. He also stated that he would like more parking placed there. 

 

15. Margaret Jenkins stated that she is concerned that traffic leaving the park on North Bay Boulevard 

might be dangerous. 

 

16. Stevie Coppin said that she feels the park plan contains too much parking. She asked if pavers with 

inscriptions could be used to raise money for the park. 

 

17. Tom Vaught stated that traffic round-abouts have worked very well as traffic calming and for 

pedestrian safety. He pointed out that the round-about in Bradenton Beach has had few problems or 

accidents. 

 

19. Ruth Uecker expressed concern about the potential traffic congestion in the park, impacting the 

pedestrians who are using it. 

 

20. The Chairman asked each one to come to the next meeting with visions of what the park should 

include. 
 

NEXT MEETING: Friday, February 20 at 10:00 A.M. in City Hall.  
 

ADJOURNMENT: 11:35 A.M. 

 

.Minutes submitted by Kathy Patten, Scribe.   


